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2. Samuel 24 Chap. and 13 V. 

So Gad came wto David, ard told him, and 
faid unto him, ſhall ſeven Tears of Famine 
come nnto thee in the Land? Or wilt thou 
flee three Months before thine Func .ies 
while they purſue thee'? Or that there be 
three days Peſtilence in thy Land +: + Now 


arviſe, and ſee what Anſwer I ſhall return 
nuto him that ſent me, | 


Amine, Sword, and Peſtilence, are the three laſt 

{ and dreadtul Judgments that the All- wiſe Gover- 

nour of the Wo11d, uſes to inflit upon aSrabborn 

and ſtiffnecked People; eſpecially ſuck as have 

made a Trade of finning againſt the cleareſt light of eter- 
nal Truth, and greateſt Manifeſtations of Divine Mercy 
And before wecome to the words, we are to obſerve ; 
Fir ſt, That we cannot find inthe courſe of Providenge thar 
ever the power of God did exett it ſelf in ſuch ſevere  Ats 
of Juſtice, 1i]] a peeple (by i exr obſtinacy)had proved that 
all che gentle proceedings of Love were too faint Means for 
theirRecovery. Secondly, We are to obſerve, thara Nation 
highly obliged by ſignal Favours from above, was never 
permitted co run on 9 their courſe of DefeRion, withour 
A 2 ot x ſome 


ASSET 
{ome ſevereſcourge ſent from the avenging hand of Heaven 
ſo reduce them 15 theirright Wits again : This might be 
examplified by infinite Paliages of Sacred and profane Hi. 
ſtory, had we either time to ceccice them, of ye patience 
tohear them, Bur why choald we multiply words in a 
mater ſo plain toevery Mans experience? Was nor this 
the fate ofthe Old World, who, for their Debauchries and 1do- 
larrys ( comitcary to the lound InſtruRtions,commintedto them by 
their pious and loag liv'd Anceſtours, in waole Memory theCre- 
ation of the World and mighty things of God were yet ireh by in - 
fallible Tradition from Father to Soa ) did periſh, eight perſons ex- 
cepted; by an aniverſal deluge of Water,to the þerror of Succeed- 
ing Ages trom followingtheir Foot-ſteps? Was notrhis che juſt 
coalequence oi the notterious Villany of Sofom and | 2 rk 
and the Plain; all 2 round, in being burnt alive with Fire from 
Heavento the hotrourefall, whoeuher hear the Story, or (ce the 
frightfull cuines of once fo pleatant and deltg)tfalld wellings.what 
Snares? What Calamititsdid fall apon the Fevvs, God's pecuitar 
Peop;c andcholen Flock, for their frequent Kebellious again(t 
K:wv2n, and contempt ofthe Priviledges betaw'd on them above 
all Nnions of the\paciaus World, and now at laſt a'ter their !n. 
credulity and hardneſs of Heart, how do we fee them (catrered 
thorow all Vations, as the mockrie os Mankind and oft-(courings 
afthe Earth. And if this be doac tothe Nation beloved of Gof, 
the Children of Abraham; Iſrac, 2nd Facrb, with whom their 
was $erernx) Covenant made, that theit Children !hould be cha: 
Riſcd with Rripes, bur his loving kindneſs ſhout never deoart fram 
them 5 how Can any orher people expettro evade his jult Venve- 
ance, whodeclares thut he is4 confuming Tite to the workers nf 
Iniguity. . Thir4ly, We ar 10 obſerve from the words, that after 
2 pcaples Cup is full, the Locd pow2rs out his wrath upon cauſes 
TI1atin appearance are, hu: [11 ; the pzople of //-:et here had 
d:en bleſſed from rhe foundation of their State with very lingular 
"Metcys, and lateiy had their Govermmentcom mitted roa Man atter 
God'soWn Heart, yer 1!:ey did not behave themelves fo before 
Gdd:axvecams 1 p2vite 1t55n whom ſich! anco:mmon bleſlings 
vere beſtowed 5 for in rhe beginning of this Chaprer, it isfaid, 
Tautagainche a17:-r ofabe Low was kindlel again Iſrae!, and 
be. moved. Dar d again'tihem, to ſay, go namber 1+! and 
Trade. Its zac we caauc cmcr 20a the diſcullin z of 
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all ihe Difficuhies that might, be raiſed from” the words, 
| bur irs evidenc from the practice of the Jews throw all 
' Ages, that they were a people very inſenfible of their 
. | Merrys,& that now whenGod had green them extraordi. 
| racy favours, they made no proportionaf amends, 
' He deſigns to ſend a lash among then, to bring 
, * ta a better underſtanding. So that this truth is plain 

{ chat nopeople ro whom. God has diſplayed the bright 
beam«<nf hig Teath, can efcape punishmenr:if tþey conn. 

' nucin acourſe of Sin, and much lefs ifthey grow worſe and 
| worſe under their Mercies. As we may ſee {without more prooft}) 
from the laſt words of Ferhng, Fo: 23, Ch. ryand 16 © There- 
*« fore it 8hall come to pals, that as all goodrhingsare come npon 
«© you which the Lord your God promiſed you : Sorhall the Lord 
«: bring upon you all evil things, antiM. hehath deſtroyed you off 
©© this go9d Land which the Lord your God hath gives/you, wheu 

| « ye have tranſgrefſed the Covenant of the Lord your God, whictr 
© He hath commanded you, and have gone and ſerved orhet gods, 
** and bowed your ſelves unto them : Then shallrhe anger ofthe 
©- Lord be kindled againſt you, and ye (hall periſh quiekly trom off 
«« the gogd land which he hath given anto you; - Finally, Feare 

| t9 0bſervethatall che mighty Emoirevof the Worl.t, waxing bold 
i iniquity, according to:he enlargement \of their Conqueſts, 
have been cru'th'dand brouziſt ro _gothing by Almighty power 3; 
vichare clear Arguments forthe proving of our afferrion, But 
that we may come to an Application of rhis manifeſt Trarh,' to 
t12 circunitances of great Braa'mand of Scotland in particular, we 
mnt conlider : Firf, What 'the troubles are we groan 
under, « Secondly, What ate the procuring Cauſes thereof, and 
what wes are to ferr, if we continnein the preſent tupt- 
ity of Heart. And Third'y, Whatwe xrerodo in way oli Duty to 
<lcap2 the ſudgements hangin2 avove ourhead., As ww the firſt 
of thele, we are to coniider tres thinzs, Furſt, Thatrho God has 
not [at the Sword am »ng 15, vetir is not long ſince our lives lay 
at :12 take and were ready to be lacrificed ro! the bloody thiclt ot 
crael men to that with Iſrael we may l2y Pf, 124, and 2+ v. ** IFie 
*12d n91z been the Lord who was on onrfide, when Men toſe upa 
gunitus, ty had (wallowzd us as qmck when ebeir wrath 
wa54121icd againſt us v.,7s Burton Soul is elcav'd as a Bird out 

' of rhe fnar= of the Fowlers, The ſoare is broker and we are <f- 
*caped. Secondly, Tac peRtilence has not been ſeat among hs 
at 
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but that whichTs very near it, raging ficknefſes have abounded ts | 
the cutting off of Thouſands in the flower of theirAge; what ma - 
liguant Fevers ? what bloedy Fluxes, what epidemicaidecaycs and 
unacountable diſcaſes have not for theſe few years by paſt vaſted 
our Lands? So rhat tamilies have gone to the grave tagether, and 
whole ſhires have been ftapified at the yaſt monality. Thirdly, 
- Neither has Famine come to a height; yet for ſeveral Tears we havc 
been threatned with increaſeing Dearth, that is likely to endin 
Famine, if the Lord put notaſtoptoit. Andnoy { am certain 
all thathears this are ſenſible of what 1fay, what numbers of poo! 
people are ſtarving ia City and Countrey for want of food, ani 
evemkey who hve Familicnbor theic heads are notable to ſuc; 
cour ther(to H encouragement for labour,& ſo far is the 
yu ot bread raiſed above the ordioary rate. What complaints 
ear we eveqy whereamang all ranks of perſons of the hardne!s 
ot living, ſcarcity of Money, and want oftrage: As to the Second 
point we muſt oblerverwo things; Firff we are in the very ſame 
Citcuraſtances with thoſeNarions which God in his juſtice has curoft 
from the face of the Earth for their Enormities; for whereas many 
Churches about dare not ſerve God openly for fear of their cruel 
Oppreflors, bat are forced to betake themſelves to'Dens, Moun: 
taivs and Deſarts in the ſeaſ#ns of the night, and that not without 
the fear of their lives, and danger nf their Eftares, to hear the 
word of God; He has beſtowed on usa more favourable day of 
providencein granting the plenty and putity of His Golpel by the 
eſtabliſhed Law of the Kingdom. Secend'y that whereas he haSluffered 
- other: ro fa!l under the ſevereſt perſecutions that ever Chriſtians 
under went.our Scourges hitberto, compared with theirs are but 
like the checks of a father in reſpeR of ſevere chaſtiſements. Third: 
ly. What has been our cartiage under thele diſpenſations, but thar 
of a ſtif;necked generation that will not be warped of the wrath 
to come, What have we [cit unefſayed that might provoke Gods 
juſt vergeance againſt us ! iorgetfulneſs of God ! Unthanktulneſs! 
Neglc@ and Contempt of Ordinances! an univerſal Corruption of 
manuers! lake of Chaticy and love tewards one another | are bur 
among the leaſt oi our Sins and this may ſerve forthe cauſes of 
Gur milcies, 

Asto the third point, we are to conſider, that tho bitterto God 
h:-- proceeded gently with us, vet he has let us fee that His ſword 
is drawn, aud he will not [heath it if we continue in the _ 
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<& to reccive the outmoſt firocks of theſe judgements whereof be 
14s given usthe preludes. As to the laſt point, what we ate to de that 
we may evite theſe dreadful laſhes of Almighty juſlice, weſhall ob= 
£: re theſe things: m_— muſt reſolve te wake ſincere repentance 
efour fins in particular, of the fins of the Land, of the fins of our 
| Fthers, we muſt bumble our ſelves in duſt and aſhes, & ſay, We vvith 
47 father: bave ſinned, &c.Secondly, we muſt lay out account to make 
« perſonal Covenant with God, to lead our lives according tothe 
plar form of his Law, and 10 perſevere in the Obſeryance of his 
Ordinances.We muſt endeavour to pen to ourNeighbour, & 
fre in matual amity with all Men, and notcarp and ftantle atthe 
viliogs of ſome, but endeavour rather to reclaim them by a ſpirie 
; of Meckneſs. Thirdly, we muſt no more place our Religion in 
percicular faltions of this or that Name, but rather follow the life 

| *« power of Godlineſs, ſearching our own Souls and intereſts with 
! Chriſt, rather than rupning after do@rines of little concernment, 
ard ſerve for no purpoſe, but torent the Church of Chiiſt into 

[ __ conſidering that pureReligion, & undefiled beſoreGod and 
the Father, isthis, To viſte the Fatherleſi and Wedovys in their (A f- 
Piftion, Cr to keep himſelf unſpetted of the World. Which that the Lord 
may grant is our keatty Prayer andWiſh,that ſo our Hearts may be 

| turned unto him whois able to fave, and that he may bave the 
| Glory, and wethe{Comfort, of our happy Repentans Amine , 
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- 2urſe :for he is aGod that will not clearthe guilt}, but we muſt ex- 
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